Chiang Mai. The colonies varied in age from 1 to 5 years.
While there was no standard unit size, our colonies were housed in 'hives' of ca. nine liters in volume. Colonies were euthanized by freezing prior to the careful dissection of colony matrices. We measured the following parameters: number of adult workers, males, and queens were counted under microscope, number of brood cells, pollen and honey pots were counted individually, and their respective volumes were measured by the digital caliper. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
From the summaries (Tables 1 and 2 ) there are considerable differences shown in the total number of workers per colony, with the most populous colony (#3) being the oldest examined colony (5 years of age) with 3 times more workers than the smallest population seen in colony #1 (2.5 years of age). Our average of 5,824 workers is 5 times larger than the biggest colony worker population reported by Sakagami et al. (1983) in Sumatra, but is comparable to an average worker population of 4,221 for colonies examined in Vietnam (Chinh et al., 2004) .
The number of adult male bees was the statistic with the greatest variability, with a range of 3 males in a population of 3,400 adults (colony #1) to 1,603 males in a population of 11,909 adult bees, where the males comprised 13.5% of the adult population (colony #3). When compared with the work of Sakagami et al. (1983) who found male populations to range from 0 to 10% of the adult population, our results are very similar.
Four of the five examined colonies possessed more than one queen with colony #3 possessing 3 queens. Examination of the 4 multiple queen colonies revealed that in The results of our examination show some interesting differences from previous published research of T.
laeviceps colony biometrics (Sakagami et al., 1983 and Chinh et al., 2004) most especially as concerns the size of honey pots (see Table 3 ). Additionally, the structure of the brood nests for all our examined colonies, as mentioned, was in a layered, spiral-like form, which is in contrast to an amorphous aggregation of brood pots reported by both Sakagami et al. (1983) and Chinh et al. (2004) . The reported brood cell dimensions from these two previous reports also are in contrast to our findings (see Table 3 ).
Our observation of 4 of 5 colonies possessing multiple queens aligns with previous studies for T. laeviceps as well as other stingless bee species. In stingless bees, queens can be produced all year round. The number of queens depends on the species and condition of the colony. Productive colonies with sufficient food storage may possess multiple queens (Bradbear, 2009; Engles and Imperatriz-Fonseca, 1990 ). The report of Chinh et al. (2004) found the number of queen cells in T. laeviceps colonies ranged from zero to seven and for Lisotrigona carpenteri from none to fourteen.
Adult worker specimens from our five examined Rasmussen and Michener (2010) .
Our observations concerning brood nest architecture and brood pot and honey pot dimensions in northern Thailand differ when compared to earlier work examining T.
laeviceps from more southern latitudes. This fortifies the hypothesis that this group is a cryptic species complex.
Future work utilizing molecular genetics will go far in unraveling the taxonomic conundrum that T. laeviceps represents.
